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WATER TANKER SHUTTLE TEST

- In June of 1984, at a fire in Staples, a small community in Tilbury
West Township situated at approximately 5 miles from the Comber Fire Hall,
and the nearest fire hydrant, Deputy Chief Bob Miner, as officer in
charge, called in 4 other fire departments under mutual aid to provide
water by tank truck. (see attached newspaper article).

Deputy Chief Miner, being an insurance broker in Comber, could see
that since the Comber Fire Department had the capability (using its tank
trucks) to haul sufficient volume of water to a fire when it was over
1,000 feet from a fire hydrant, that fire insurance rates should be at
hydrant rates for all of the Comber fire area.

- After discussion with Chief Tom Mosey of the Comber Fire Department
as to the advantages of the water tanker shuttle proposal, Chief Mosey
appointed Deputy Chief Miner to represent the department in pursuing the
program.

- At an Ontario Fire Chiefs Annual Conference, D/chief Miner
approached David COWie, supervisor for the Fire Underwriters Survey, of
the Insurers' Advisory Organization (see attached copy of a brochure
setting out the Fire Underwriters mandate) to see if their organization
would provide accreditation to a rural fire department which COUld, via
tank trucks, provide a minimum of 200 gallons of water per minute for a
period of 2 hours (this being the minimum amount of water from a hydrant,
to be eligible foY class one homeowners rates for fire insurance).

The Fire Underwriters agreed that they would provide some kind of
accreditation for water tanker shuttle ability to the Comber Department,
but they must be wi tness to such a test. ( the credi t woul d be equal to
hydrant accreditation)

- The Comber Fire Department did a test of their own with their own
tankers which proved that they could maintain 200 gpm, and sent the
details to The Fire Underwriters. The Fire Underwriters encouraqed the
Comber Department to try to attain 600 gpm, which would mean biinging in
other fire departments to assist under Mutual Aid. The Comber Department
arranged a meeting with David Cowie at the Ontario Fire Chiefs Conference
bming held in Chatham, in 1988. All of the chiefs and deputy chiefs of
Essex County, and neighbouring Kent departments were invited to attend.



- Most of the rural fire chiefs of the area of Essex & Kent attended
that meeting and came away enthusiastically supporting such a test.

- The test would be held at Comber under the supervision of the Comber
Department.

- Fat insurance purposes, the E:iJ:.!Lh!OQ~J:.~J:.ii~J:.1L!:l~Y!L~1§!L~9J:.~ggL:!i.Q

QJ:.9YiQ~_:!i.b.!L§E!!!~_~££J:.~QiiE:!i.iQOc'btained from this test, (witnessed by the
underwriters) i9_~bb_ib~_iiJ:.~_Q~QsJ:.i!!!~Oi§_QQ~J:.siiOg_~OQ~J:._!!!~i~sl_siQ_io_

S§§~~_~9~Oi~_sOQ_r~Oi_~Q~Oi~,and there should be additional agreements
to interact between counties.

- The Fire Underwriters informed the Comber Fire Department that to
the best of their knowledge, the Comber department was the iiJ:.§i_iiJ:.§
Q§QsJ:.i!!!§Oi_io_QsOsQs_iQ_S2k_iQJ:._2Y£!:l_S££J:.§QiisiiQo.

- NOTE - It should take about i to 3 years before reduction of rates
will be experienced by the insurance buying pUblic.

THE COMBER FIRE DEPARTMENT
WOULD LIKE TO THANK

* * * * *

DAVID COWIE
OF THE FIRE UNDERWRITERS

AND
HIS PERSONEL

FOF: ALL THEm ASSISTANCE IN PF:EPARING AND STAGING THIS TEST

* * * * *

TO ALL THE FIRE DEPARTMENTS
AND THEIR PERSONEL

WHO HAVE PARTICIPATED AND ASSISTED
TILBURY, MERLIN, WHEATLEY, LEAMINGTON, ROCHESTER, COTTAM,

MAIDSTONE NORTH, KINGSVILLE, WINDSOR
AND OTHEF:S

* * * * *

THE PERSONEL OF THE WATER DIVISIONS OF
THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT

TILBURY NORTH WATER DEPARTMENT
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A vital Service

Fire has always been a ruthleis enemy of Canadian
Cities and towns, sometimes nearly obliterating them
in a single blow. The municipal fire protection system
ilnd the property insurance IndustrY have, together,
dl!\leloped a substantial degree of protection for
Canadians from the catastrophic effects of fire,

Working with both sectors, Fire Underwriters Survey
lends iu unique expertise to this cause, evaluating,
advising, educating, and serving on technical bodies
concerned with public fire protection.

More than 80 years of experience stand behind this
service sponsored by the fire ilnd casualty Insurance
industry in Canada.

Offices across Canada

HEAD OFFICE
Fire Underwriters Survey
c/o Insurers' Advisory Organization
180 Dundas St. West. Toronto, Ontario MSG 129
14'6} 597·'200

BRITISH COLUMBIA & YUKON
Fire Underwriters Survey
do Insurers' Advisory Organization
350,409 Granville St., Vancouver, B. C. V6C lWS
(604168'·3111

AL8ERTA & N.W. T.
Fire Underwriters Survey
do Insurers' Advisory Organizatlon
204, 112-2Bth St. S. E., Calgary, Alberta T2A 6J9
(4031248-8313

SASKATCHEWAN. MANIT08A & N. W. ONTARIO
Fire Underwriters SurVey
c/o Insurers' Advisory Organization
703. 330 Graham Annue, Winnipeg. Manitoba R3C 4A5
(2M) 944·9756

ONTARIO
Fire Underwriters Survev
clo Insurers' Advisory Organization
180 Dundas St. West. Toronto, Ontario M5G tZ9
1416) 597·1200

QUEBEC
Fire Underwriters Survey
do Insurers' Advisory Organization
P.O. Box 990, Place du Pare, Montrhl, QUl!. H2W 2Nl

300, rolJ LlO·PM/~u.Momf~~/. Ou.bt!C H2W 2NI
(5'41285·1201

NEW BRUNSWiCK
Fire Underwriters Survey
clo Insurers' Advisory Organization
P.O. Box 6697, Station 'A'..Saint John•.N. B. E2L 4S2

On, BruruwieJc SquV'l" ;)JinIJohn. N.B. EX 4VI
(506) 657·3251 .

NOVA SCOTIA. P.E.!. & NEWFOUNDLAND
Fire Underwriters Survey
c/o Insurers' Advisory Organization
P. O. Box 938. Halifax, N.S. B3J 2V9

Bro. r660 Hol/iJ SttUt H~/jf~. N.S. B3J tV1
19021 429·4333

FIRE UNDERWRITERS SURVEY
";""';' ,~. "'~'·,"·.A"ll'''''~(''''I''I~

~"na1Il , ~'__.......J1

Helping to protect
Canadians



WIler it is/'Nhat it does

Fire Underwriters Survey I, a national o~gilnization

financed and directed by Insurance Bureau of Canada,
a national association representing 80 per cent of the
private sector propertYand casualty insurers in Canada.

Utilizing tMflnical staff of Insurers' Advisory Organ..
uti on, the Survey provides data on public fire protec­
tion for fire insurance st.atistical work and underwrit­
ing by member companies of the Insurance Bureau. It
also advises munJdpalities on deficiences in their fire
defenses and recommends Improvements to enable
them to bener deal with fire protection problems.·

Oualified surveyors conduct full field surveys of the firll
defenses maintained In municipalities aaoss Canada
and the results of these surveys are used to establish
the Public Fire Protection Classification IPFPC) of a
community. While the Survey Is not in'ttOlved In rate
making maners, the Informiltion is one of several
factors used in the deY!!lopment of some property
insurance rates, pilrtiaJlarly those applying to com­
mercial, industrial and institutional occupancies.

The PFPC is also used by underwriters to determine
the amount of risk they are willing to assume in a given
community or sectioll"of a community.

Fire Underwriters Survey aho uses PFPC information
to develop the IBC Dwelling Protection Grade which
applies to habitational propertieL,

Report to Municipality

Following field sUrveys and grading, a summary of
conditions and a recommended improvement pro­
gram are forwarded to the municipalitY. Surveyors
are prepared to discuss any comments or recommen­
dations milde with municipal administrations and to
assist them in establishing priorities for an Improve­
ment program.

In carrying out this function, the Survey performs a
valuable service in helping a communitY unde~nd

the nature of iu public fire protection problems and
to assist in formulating specific programs for their
solution.

Staff members are actively involved In consultations
. with waterworks departments, consulting finns, fire

deparunents and various levels of govenment in pro­
viding technical advice on matters relating to munici­
pal fire protl!ction.

Serious impairments or deterioration in municipal fire
defenses are discussed with the municipalitY and
drawn to the anentlon of member insurance: com·
panies. Reports are prepared on maior fires, particu·
larly where conflagration factors are involved.

Grading System

The work of Fire Underwriters Survey results in the
grading of a municipality under two systems fo the
benefit of the insurance company underwriterL

One is the Dwelling Protection Grade which is the
measure or the ability of the community to handle
fires in small buildings such as homes. There are five
categories; Gradel is the best which Grade 5 indicates
very liule, or no fire protection.

A second system Is the more sophisticated Public Fire
Protection Classification with a range of 10 dasseL The
overall intent of this grading is to provide a measure of
the abilitY of the protective facilities of a community
to prevent and control the major fires that may be ex.
pe~e~ .to occur by evaluat!ng in detail the adequacy,
reliabIlitY, strength and efficiency of these protective
facilities. The schedule used does not ronsider past fire
lou records but. rather, fire potential based on the
physical struC1ure and makeup of the community.

In the application of the schedule the fire defense con-­
d!1ions in a municipality are !"ea;ured against a recog­
nized standard of file pr01ectlon. The euential features
of a communitY's fire defenses are assessed. including
water supply, the fire depanrnen1, fire prevention
building construction controls and hazards. '


